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Could the era
of the common good
be upon US? « oo

It s always fun, if a little unscienti c, to generalize about the things that

make each nationality different. Here are a few propositions most of us
would accept: the English can be somewhat proper but produce the best
comedians; the Germans are technical and well-organized; the Italians warm
and family-oriented (and good at winning penalties); and the Balinese friendly
and welcoming. But what about Australians?

We re told that in recent years our basic
make up has changed. | guess two or three
decades ago an outsider would have said
we were rugged individualists but essentially
team players ; in other words, tough but
basically egalitarian. It s an outlook that, over
two centuries, led us to become one of the
most socially equal countries on earth.

Today, we re often told, that view would have

changed somewhat; an outsider would more

likely emphasize our individualism, or even \
describe us as materialistic.

It s true we ve changed, but has our egalitarian instinct been eliminated totally?
Historians tell us that a nation s culture is incredibly dif cult to suppress, at
least forever.

A recent experience has led me to conclude that the same goes for Australia.

The Brotherhood of St Laurence s winter appeal has just nished, and | ve just
spent the last few days writing letters of thanks to our donors. You can t sit
through such an exercise without being struck by the enormous generosity of
spirit of the Australian people  from the very wealthy to those who in fact need
occasional help themselves.

We need:

A greater national effort to improve early childhood education programs.
To remove nancial barriers to kindergarten attendance across the country
including a commitment to free kindergarten.

A properly co-ordinated system of lifelong learning. Work for the dole is a
poor substitute.

It s been a real eye-opener. At a time when we re being encouraged from
some quarters to look after number one, and criticized from other quarters for
being increasingly sel sh and overly interested in real estate, donations to the
Brotherhood are up 30 percent on last year alone, and colleague organizations
are reporting similar increases. More people are donating more.

Brotherhood
of St Laurence

Working for an Australia free of poverty

Welcome
to our new
supporters

The Brotherhood of

St Laurence has long
advocated for what is just,
fair, the decent thing to do.
Through our kind supporters,
yourself included, we are
dedicated to assisting

the most disadvantaged

and marginalised in our
communities.

Increasingly, we are seeing the
impact of poverty on families and,
in particular, youngsters. Our End
Child Poverty appeal is not a quick

x but an ongoing initiative that
will, with your support, give our
children and teenagers the chance
to lead better lives.

Through every donation that

we receive, an underprivileged
youngster can expect a happier
and healthier future, as well as
support in achieving their full
potential and ending their poverty
once and for all.

It is a wonderful thing that you
are doing. Thank you for your
continued support.

Thank you..

To all our committed
supporters who helped
us raise over $750,000
for our End Child Poverty
Appeal focussing on the
Brotherhood s child and
family programs!
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What s driving this spurt of
generosity?

Perhaps it s a vote of con dence in our great care
organizations? Perhaps it s rising GDP? We re on
average getting richer and are more able to give. But this
alone can t account for a rise of nearly one-third in just
one year.

From my discussions with
donors, | think a more profound
change in our thinking is taking
place. There s a widespread
concern about what s
happening to the least well-off.
People are uneasy about the
potential impact of our new
workplace laws on those with
few skills and little bargaining
power, and they re not happy
about draconian restrictions
now being placed on recipients
of welfare payments, especially
where young children, the
homeless and the mentally ill
are involved. Our instincts are

good services for toddlers; better public and low-fee
schools; constructive not punitive welfare programs;
affordable housing; support for the lonely and confused
aged and their carers; and well-funded public services
to help the injured, the ill and the addicted back into
the mainstream. Australians are more than happy to
make moderate personal sacri ces for the wider good
when they are moved by the right spirit and convinced
their money is being well-
spent something con rmed
consistently by the opinion
polls.

They re also beginning
to understand something
incredibly important about their
private and public generosity

it s good for the economy.
Having many do well while a
sizable minority are left behind
won t maximize economic
performance. If we re to be
all that we can be, we need
to invest in the capacities of
all our people to contribute to
wealth creation and share in its

offended by such meanness.

And then there s the strange case of the recent federal
budget. The public were showered with crisp fty-dollar
notes but remained indifferent. It s becoming obvious
that people today want more from their leaders than hand
outs for themselves.

In short, the claims that Australians have become
addicted to individualism and materialism and care less
about others have been overstated. Australia s people
are responding to the consequences of excessive
individualism by emphasizing the common good.

But this common good is about more than donating
to charities, important though that is. It s also about
strengthening institutions that build a more just society:

bene ts.

So an era in which the common good could once again
be championed is upon us. Ordinary people are showing
the way. Now we look to the nation s decision makers to
show decisive leadership.
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13% child poverty, bad luck for all of us

Dld yOU kn OW’7 In 2004-5 the Brotherhood of St Laurence, with the kind assistance of donors;

Helped more than 1,200 children and families through a range of early childhood programs
Supported 1,400 young people and 600 parents of young people through our school to work transition programs

Assisted more than 2,400 people nd work

Helped more than 1,200 older Australians through our residential aged care,
home and community care, supported accommodation and other support programs.




Coolibah clients
step out in style

Clients of the Brotherhood s Coolibah Centre
have a renewed spring in their step thanks to
150 pairs of new shoes bought recently with the
generous support of BSL donors.

Clients were tted for the shoes on Monday 29 May and for
many it was the rst pair of new shoes they have owned in
years.

The shoes, along with 300 pairs of socks, came at a cost
of $11,000. The money was collected over six years
from speci ed donations to the Coolibah Centre and its
members.

AXA Extends
Partnership
Reach

In 2005, HIPPY Australia had a great win with the
$170,000 partnership grant with AXA Asia-Paci c.
AXA have since provided further funding for two of the
HIPPY programs, La Perouse (NSW) and Colac (Vic) ,
which were facing funding crises.

This support has meant
that HIPPY has new
materials, and a new
strategic approach.

Further invaluable in-kind and volunteer support
continues with AXA staff during 2006. Their support
has been crucial to the our ongoing development of the
HIPPY program, which aims to foster a love of learning
in young children from disadvantaged families.

Brotherhood community resource
bank extends its care

The Brotherhood of St Laurence Community Resource Bank in
Frankston has teamed up with the Royal Children s Hospital Social
Work Department in Melbourne to provide clothes, toiletries and
toys to parents and children paying an unexpected visit to hospital.

Tim Pownall of the Community Resource Bank said the clothes,
toiletries and toys are presented to families who have been rushed to
hospital with little time to pack.

If it s an emergency situation, they ve often got nothing with them,
Tim said. Our packs include new jumpsuits for babies, tracksuits and
nightwear for parents and drawing kits for children.

The program came about when Coles Myer donated 5,000 new
jumpsuits and other assorted clothing to the Community Resource
Bank. BSL staff then began calling hospitals to see if they could be
of use. In partnership with the Royal Children s Hospital Social Work
Department, Family Resource Centre and volunteers, packs were
developed to include items for the whole family.

Already a great success, the program will be an ongoing partnership.

www.bsl.org.au







